2016 We Are Remembering – Not Just A Number

Memorial Day Reading
A continuous reading of the name, age and hometown of every U.S. Service person killed in Afghanistan since 2001 and in Iraq since 2003

Monday May 30  8:00 am to 11.00 pm

Troy Field
Bond St.  Downtown
Bend, OR

Volunteer Reader/Drummer Instructions:

1)Readers asked to cover 1/2 hour.  If you can stay to drum for the person that follows you, that would be great. If not that is o.k., just let me know your choice. Readers need to be at the site and ready to read AT LEAST 15 minutes before their scheduled time to read.  We need to maintain this flow to get through all the names. 

 2) Dress appropriately. Some choose to wear black, but this is not necessary.  Dress respectfully and for the weather (which, as we know, can go from 80 to 35 in Bend!). 
DO NOT wear any buttons, shirts, hats, jackets....... that express any political agenda or Organization (left, right, center...). Remember this is not about us or any “agendas” we may have this is specifically about remembering our War Dead on Memorial Day.   Any reader that is an active or retired member of a Branch of the military may, of course, wear their uniform if they choose.  But please NO civilians in camouflage fatigues.

REMEMBER: NO political signs - again this in not a rally nor a protest for or against war. This is our Memorial Day tribute, our time to reflect and remember. We will be displaying the signs with the names of the dead on them that volunteers so generously helped to make in 2009.  I will be making the new signs needed to add to this group, anyone that may have some free time and would like to help with writing the name signs please contact me. 541-310-0701

 3) Bring a water bottle for use while reading, this is helpful. We will have cups if you do not have a bottle. Water, beverages and snacks will be available for the readers/drummers.  If you like, please feel free to bring something to share as well.   We will have a chair for the reader and the drummer, but if you have a chair to bring please do so as well.

 4) Please pass along this information to others. Help get the word out to your community, church, neighbors. Personally invite people to come and listen. 

Please contact me asap with any questions or if you are able to read/drum or both.  Children are welcome as drummers. Parents use discretion to decide if they are old/mature enough to properly participate - 12 years of age may be a good baseline.  Remember this is a Memorial.
Flexibility with the read time is appreciated, but please do indicate if you can only read at a certain time due to other commitments - the goal is to best accommodate everyone.   

In advance, I thank everyone that can help. Please use your networking  (email, Facebook, twitter, phone ...) to let others know about the event so they can volunteer or just come out for a while to sit and listen and remember.   I want especially to thank those that have helped with the past 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8 Memorial Days.  
This is the ninth year holding this special Memorial Day Reading, the only way we have been able to do this is because of the generosity of our community members, businesses and YOU our volunteer readers.
  

Most Sincerely,

Tracy Miller
Event Coordinator

PO Box 7244
Bend, OR 97708
541-310-0701 (cell)

firstamendmentsightings@live.com

